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Many people still think Witchcraft doesn’t go much beyond old hags flying on broomsticks. Maybe
such a view suffices when reading fairy tales to children, but in daily life it most certainly does not.
Witchcraft – or Wicca as it is nowadays known – is an old yet vibrant Tradition, and has grown to
adapt to the changing times. There is a lot beyond the broomstick, and Morgana Sythove does a great
job presenting some of it.
The subtitle of the book is “Thoughts on the Philosophy of Wicca”. Often books on the philosophy of
religious or spiritual traditions stay on the well-trodden paths of ethics and a description of the world
or worlds. Morgana treats those subjects in depth, but she goes further. She not only deals with the
outer worlds, but also with the inner worlds, often quoting from or referring to other books and thus
showing the strong foundation that underlies her own work. She also does not shrink from delving
somewhat into theory of knowledge and history of thought, explaining how people have come to
know the philosophical ideas she explains.
Beyond the Broomstick first covers the concepts of polarity, deity, the Goddess and her various
aspects, the God and the four elements. With this strong theoretical grounding, Morgana proceeds
to the last chapter which deals with the practical application of these concepts.
Beyond the Broomstick is a thorough explanation of Wiccan philosophy that gives a good
introduction for the newcomer and a sound overview with proper citations which may be a good
starting point for the initiated witch wanting to delve a little deeper. Morgana manages to deal with
theoretical issues without getting dogmatic, and with pragmatic issues without losing touch with the
divine. Her book shows that even though Witchcraft may not be for everyone, it most definitely is a
firmly grounded spiritual tradition. An old religion which has not remained stuck in the past, but
evolved and adapted through its polarities, to remain a strong and vibrant form of spirituality, wellsuited to this day and age, and with lots of potential for growing with us in to the future.

